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Helcume to yet another
white-hot, sopping-wet summer
filled with tons of soggy comic
books pierced with rusty staples,
wilting in sagging bins across this
great, big, sweating land of ours.
Now, | know that not all of these
comics will be as soggy as others.
Many will be quickly scooped up by
impatient cﬂllﬂctnrs and stuffed,
ever so ginge Nr into the
all-pervasive Mylar sheath and
immediately stored away in a cool,
computer-controlled air-conditioned
environment. Stored away for that
special day in the dim and distant
future when some unsuspecting
youngster in the year 2010 says he
really must have a mint condition
Terminator: Secondary Objective
#1 or an X-Something #1. Ahh, the
thrill of the kill!

Nuw. as | write this month’s
Horse Flogging, it is mid-May and |
have been on a five-week,
country-wide sweep of comic book
conventions and distributor trade
shows, meeting and greeting and
selling our summer/fall line of
books. Tucked somewhere in there |
returned to attend our company’s
rather spiffy Open House/Fifth
Anniversary Celebration where we
invited our many writers, artists,
and various business affiliates to
wine and dine in our brand-new
offices. A great time was had by
all... all including big-name, hoo-ha
R(pes like Dave Stevens, Arthur

dams, Phill Norwood, Mark
Verheiden, Marvel Comics’ very
own Lou Bank, Mr. David Scroggy
from the San Diego Comic Book
Expo, Graphitti Designs’ Bob
Chapman, and John “Greedo”
Koukoutasakis of the legendary
Freedonia Funnyworks comic shop
based in Orange, California, as well
as about 200 other totally nice
people.

|t turned out to be a most
impressive get-together thanks to
all of the advance work by our V. P.
of Operations, Neil Hankerson. We
had lots of incredible chow, and a
wonderful selection of Oregon

beer and wine. The capper was a
really neat sculpture of our Dark
Horse logo made out of... you
guessed it, black ice! In between
gating and drinking, we managed to
give mini-tours of our new facilities
and also had a continual slide show
highlighting many of our various
comics and products. Everybody
got goofy, nobody got stupid (well,
except for Lou!), and by 2:30 a.m.
all were safe, sound, and snoring in
preparation for the convention we
were all attending the very next day.
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I]icl | mention our thoroughly new
offices? | guess | did. Yep, the old
horse has a new stable, and boy,
what a stable! Recently, we've more
than doubled the amount of
working space as we have been
working in rather tight confines for
the last few months. As our line of
books continues to grow, so has the
amount of people needed to get all
these books out on time and lookin’
good. We've got new computers,
fax machines, stat cameras,
plate-makers, and a whole slew of

other doo-dads | can’t even
pronounce, let alone operate!

.I.he absolute coolest new
addition to our new space is, of
course, the all-new, white-hot office
that holds yours truly. | got lucky
and have my very own full-length
window that looks out upon Main
Street, the heart of Milwaukie,
Oregon! slt also lets me spot the
police before they give me another

damn parking ticket!? Anyway, we're |

pretty jazzed about all this new
stuff, and certain that it will allow us
to get our jobs done with a lot more
elbow room and more smiles on
our faces.
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Hank to August: by now all of
you have read James Robinson and
Matt Wagner's Terminator: One
Shot and the scar tissue on many a
nose is almost completely healed
after that surprise pop-up which
nearly decapitated most of our
far-sighted readers. Hope you
enjoyed it! Also, you're about
halfway through the
Robinson/Gulacy Terminator:
Secondary Objectives, and have
most definitely seen our pal Arnold
in Terminator 2: Judgement Day at
least a jillion times! What else could
top all of these great fun things...
well, there's always our new series
The Mask written by John (I HATE
Everybody) Arcudi and illustrated by
Doug Mahnke. Or Dark Horse
Presents #53 with Frank Miller’s
Sin City, or Cheval Noir #21 with
the wild-at-hearted David ( Twin
Peaks) Lynch, or... oh... I'll shut up
now.

lllnu can just read this handy
shopping list. See ya!

Just trying to adjust my new blinds,

Bob Schreck
Marketing Director guy

GHEI:]( LIST:
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